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North Shore Water 
Reclamation District Receives 
National Recognition

The National Association of Clean Water Agencies has presented 
the North Shore Water Reclamation District with 3 Peak 
Performance Awards. The Gurnee Water Reclamation Facility 

and the Clavey Road Water Reclamation Facility in Highland 
Park, each received a 2017 Gold Award and the Waukegan Water 
Reclamation Facility received a 2017 Silver Award. These prestigious 
honors presented by NACWA recognize member agency facilities for 
excellence in wastewater treatment. They represent consistent permit 
compliance during the calendar year. 

The National Association of Clean Water Agencies was founded in 
1970 and is headquartered in Washington, D.C. NACWA is the nation’s 
recognized leader in legislative, regulatory and legal advocacy on the 
full spectrum of clean water issues, as well as a top technical resource 
for water management, sustainability and ecosystem protection 
interests. 

Resolution Adopted Alerting 
Foxconn to Potential  
Flooding Problems

The Board of Trustees of the NSWRD adopted a resolution that 
supports enforcement of environmental regulations as they 
relate to the Foxconn development in Wisconsin. The Foxconn 

project will result in the loss of wetlands, a condition that could cause 
flooding of the Des Plaines River. The resolution alerts Foxconn 
and government officials to the possible detrimental impact of the 
development on the NSWRD’s Gurnee Water Reclamation Facility, 
the District’s largest plant, located adjacent to the Des Plaines River. 
With the adoption of this resolution, the District joins a growing list of 
agencies and municipalities that have expressed similar concerns.

“By waiving environmental regulations for the Foxconn project and 
allowing destruction of many acres of wetlands at the headwaters of 
the Des Plaines River, Wisconsin officials are ignoring potential flood 
damage to the District’s major water reclamation facility,” stated 

Daniel Pierce, President of the NSWRD Board of Trustees. “This could 
jeopardize the health and safety of thousands of Illinois residents 
whose sewage is treated at our largest reclamation facility.”

Foxconn as well as government officials in both Illinois and 
Wisconsin need to be aware and pro-active in order to avoid 
environmental issues. It is the hope of the NSWRD Board that our new 
Wisconsin neighbor will assure the residents of Lake County, Illinois 
that every effort is being made to preserve the integrity and resiliency 
of all natural resources in order to avoid any and all potential 
problems. 

The North Shore Water Reclamation District is dedicated to the 
beneficial reuse of our water resources while protecting Lake 
Michigan, local waterways, and our environment through sustainable 
and fiscally responsible wastewater reclamation practices at our 
state-of-the-art water reclamation facilities. The resolution recently 
passed by the Board, demonstrates the District’s strong commitment 
to safeguarding the environment. 

The NSWRD owns and operates more than 100 miles of intercepting 
sewer lines and 10 pumping stations which collect and convey 
wastewater from local sewer systems to Water Reclamation Facilities 
in Gurnee, Waukegan, and Highland Park, Illinois. Additional 
NSWRD facilities include the NSWRD Biosolids Recycling Facility in 
Zion, the Administration Building and Laboratory in Gurnee, and 
the Maintenance Building in Waukegan. The NSWRD is governed by 
an elected Board of Trustees vested with full powers to tax and enact 
all necessary rules within District boundaries that are the Wisconsin 
border on the north, Lake-Cook Road on the south, Lake Michigan on 
the east, and the I-94 toll road on the west.

  Gurnee WRF, located on east bank of Des Plaines River south  
of Washington Street
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You Are Invited to Take a Tour

100 Years of Protecting Lake Michigan, our Waterways and the Environment.

Did you ever wonder what happens to the water when you flush 
a toilet, empty a sink after washing dishes or, when liquids 
containing chemicals go down the drain in pharmaceutical 

factories? Seventeen juniors and seniors enrolled in an Analytical 
Chemistry class at Carthage College recently had the opportunity to 
find out. 

At the North Shore Water 
Reclamation District’s Gurnee 
Water Reclamation Facility, 
under the supervision of 
Joe Robinson, Director of 
Laboratory Services, Bob 
Cade, Environmental Analyst, 
Rob Flood, Aquatic Biologist, 
and Ted Sowa, Assistant 
Superintendent, these, 
hopefully, future environmental scientists, were led along the 
long road that water and solid waste take going from their 
toilets to local waterways and farm fields. They toured multiple 
labs that conduct analyses for conventional pollutants, metals, 
volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds, and biological 
matter. They even saw computerized laboratory robots in action, 
efficiently performing some of the testing. 

These advanced chemistry students were able to make the 
connection between their classroom studies and the processes used to 
change wastewater into clean effluent.  Of great interest to everyone 
was the NSWRD’s participation in the North Branch Chicago River 
Watershed Workgroup (NBWW). The Workgroup studies stream 
habitats and focuses on stakeholder involvement based on sound 
science to attain water quality standards that support aquatic life. 

The outdoor portion of the tour allowed the students to witness, up 
close and personal, how the water is actually cleaned. They learned 

that water initially goes through screens to remove solids like diapers, 
sticks, and trash, all of which eventually end up in a landfill. Settled 
solids are removed from the tanks to be treated separately, dried into 
pellets and then sent off to farms to be used for fertilizer.

The water cleaning process continues with microorganisms that 
digest organic material. Sand filters then reduce any 
suspended solids and further purify the wastewater. After that, 
ultraviolet lights disinfect the water before it is released to the 
Des Plaines River. This clean water, or treated effluent, can 
sustain fish and is safe for water sports. There’s no concern 
about diseases like typhoid, cholera or dysentery. 

Another very important fact the future Chemists learned was 
that the Gurnee Water Reclamation Facility works carefully 
and meticulously to be a good neighbor. Efforts are made to 
keep the air inside and outside of the facility smelling fresh 
and clean. 

The NSWRD invites you to learn more about how we clean 
water by touring one of our water reclamation facilities in 
Gurnee, Waukegan, or Highland Park and/or our laboratory 

in Gurnee. It’s easy to arrange and we’re certain 
you’ll learn a lot and have a good time. Tours are 
scheduled Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm and last approximately 1-2 hours, depending 
on the facility. For safety reasons, tour participants 
must be at least 10 years of age or in 5th grade. 

To schedule a tour, please complete and submit the 
Tour Application Form that’s on our website, www.
NorthShoreWRD.org . We hope to see you soon.

News You Can Use
Did you know that you can now pay your NSWRD bill by 
phone through the State Treasurer’s Office? The office accepts 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express or Discover. Payments 
can be made by calling 888-862-3819. It can also be done 
online at Illinois ePAY. The state’s ePAY program does include 
a convenience fee for the service. If you experience any issues, 
please contact ePAY at 855-226-7337.


